
Providing 
Safe and 

Affordable 
Housing with 

Waterloo Region 
Home Share

Affordable housing can feel like an unreachable dream. 
As the cost of housing continues to increase, exploring 

community-based alternatives for safe and affordable housing 
is vital. Community Justice Initiatives of Waterloo Region (CJI), a 

restorative justice agency based in Kitchener, is helping to make the 
dream of living in a home a reality for people – just not in the way 

people might expect.

CJI’s solution to supporting people in accessing dignified housing is 
through ‘Waterloo Region Home Share’ (WRH), a free, supportive process 
that matches home providers and home seekers in the Waterloo region 
and outlying areas. A Home Share is where two or more persons, usually 
unrelated, share a home together and, through a Living Arrangement 
Memorandum of Understanding, mutually cohabit. 

“This isn’t a program that provides housing,” warns Wendy Meek, Elder 
Mediation Service Coordinator at CJI. CJI is not a real estate board, and 
the program is not meant for emergency housing either. The program 
facilitates a Living Arrangement Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Home Provider and Home Seeker. It outlines what each side is looking 
for – whether it’s financial support to cover expenses, companionship, a 
shared ease of household tasks and responsibilities, or a safe and secure 
living situation with another person – and provides ongoing support.

Community Justice Initiatives’ goal with Waterloo Region Home Share 
is to assist people to have a healthy and supportive living arrangement 
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using restorative practice. By being the intermediary between Home 
Providers and Home Seekers, CJI uses their process of restorative 
practice to help communities find innovative and new ways of looking 
at affordable housing. They are inspired by the idea of people finding 
solutions to difficult experiences and realities.

Julie wants people to ask questions like ‘how do we envision this space? 
Is it just for us or how can we best use this space in service of our 
community?’ By supporting people into decent housing, like through the 
Waterloo Region Home Share program, it creates solutions so people 
have safe and affordable housing. 

By having an impact on the local community, the Waterloo Region Home 
Share program encourages people to find ways to do things together 
instead of on their own and possibly struggling. CJI’s belief is that people 
are stronger together. When people co-exist and thrive together in a 
positive environment, they work better together, too. 

As part of our Community Inspiration Framework, Kindred looks to 
build strong partnerships and is committed to bringing awareness to 
advance the availability of affordable housing in our communities. From 
homelessness and rent affordability for those on fixed incomes, to the 
need to provide adequate homes for newcomers, Kindred recognizes 
affordable housing as an urgent need where we can have an impact, just 
like the Waterloo Region Home Share program does.

How can you 
be involved?
Community Justice Initiatives 
Waterloo Region Home Share 
is always in need of Home 
Providers (people to consider sharing their space) and Home Seekers 
for those who need the safety and security of a roof over their heads. 
You can also donate to support the Waterloo Region Home Share 
program, or volunteer. If you’re interested in helping out, please 
contact CJI at 519-744-6549.

Providing Safe and Affordable Housing with Waterloo Region Home 
Share story continued...

residential mortgage specials on now!
Speak with one of our lending team members today.

Building for your future.
Your personal lending specialist can help you  
access your home equity. So if you already own  
your home, that big reno project or lakeside  
cottage dream may be within reach!
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Socially Responsible Investing (SRI)
Over the past few years, there has been 
a significant increase in demand for 
Socially Responsible Investing (SRI). Also 
referred to as Green, Ethical, Sustainable 
or just Responsible investing, it involves 
the integration of environmental, social, 
and governance (ESG) factors into the 
selection and management of investments. 
The objective is to do good things with  
your money, and to use wealth to build  
a more economically, socially, and 
environmentally sustainable world. 

To ensure your money is invested in companies that fit your values, a 
rigorous review process takes place. 

Mutual Fund* investors consider how a company performs as a steward 
of our earth, how it manages relationships with employees, suppliers, 
customers, and the communities where it operates, as well as how the 
business operates in relation to its leadership and shareholder rights. 
Shareholder advocacy is another aspect of SRI, which allows investors to 
have a voice in the companies they invest in.

Alternately, some investment companies use a ‘screening’ approach. 
Screening is a filtering process based on social and environmental 
criteria that are used to identify if an investment can be deemed socially 
responsible. Positive screening might include companies that engage in 
practices that support human rights and the environment, for example. 
Or negative screens may be applied to limit investing in companies that 
support gambling or the production of military weapons or tobacco.

Let’s address a big SRI myth - that you have to give up financial return to 
achieve SRI in your portfolio. The truth is, SRI performs just as well and 
often better than traditional investing. And, more and more studies show 
that investing responsibly actually reduces investing risk! 

More Canadian investors are choosing SRI for their portfolios and it’s one 
of the fastest growing segments in the financial services industry. In fact, 
Kindred has been a leader in SRI for more than 20 years! 

All Kindred GICs 

are validated 

as socially 

responsible,  

a first  

in Canada!
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Meet with a member of our Wealth and 
Investment Team for investing advice with 
values at the core. We can help with your 
financial plan today.

info@kindredcu.com    1.888.672.6728    www.kindredcu.com 



Congratulations!
Members who attended our Annual General Meeting in person or 
virtually were entered into a draw for a $200 gift card from a local 
business that is helping their community thrive. Congratulations to the 
winners Miles Wiederkehr and Kim Dick. 

We hope you enjoy your gift cards and purchases!

Miles Wiederkehr (winner) and Brandon Sanders

If you’ve been considering SRI, there’s no reason to delay. We can help 
you find socially responsible investments that allow you to connect your 
values and faith with your finances. Speak with a member of Kindred’s 
Wealth and Investment Team today. 

You can ask us anything!

*Mutual funds are offered through Qtrade Asset Management (a tradename of Credential 
Asset Management Inc). Mutual funds, other securities and securities related financial 
planning services are offered through Qtrade Advisor, a division of Credential Qtrade 
Securities Inc. 
Qtrade Asset Management, Qtrade Advisor and Northwest & Ethical Investments L.P. are 
all wholly owned subsidiaries of Aviso Wealth Inc. Commissions, trailing commissions, 
management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please 
read the prospectus before investing. Unless otherwise stated, cash balances, mutual funds 
and other securities are not covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or by any 
other government deposit insurer that insures deposits in credit unions. Mutual funds and 
other securities are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance 
may not be repeated.

Socially Responsible Investing (SRI) story continued...
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Parkwood Extension
Access to safe and affordable housing for all in our communities remains 
a primary theme for Kindred as part of our Community Inspiration 
Framework.

As the 65 and older demographic continues to grow, the need for 
affordable housing is on the rise. The waiting list for affordable housing 
in Waterloo Region was 3,000 individuals or families in 2001. In Waterloo 
Region, 10% of seniors are living in low-income and 25% of the housing 
waiting list is comprised of seniors. To address this growing issue, Kindred 
contributed $125,000 to Parkwood Seniors Community’s Independent 
Living Affordable Housing Project, Building A Community For All.

Parkwood is a faith and values-based not-for-profit that provides housing, 
support, and community for older adults. Since 2004, our Waterloo branch 
has regularly provided onsite service to Kindred members at Parkwood. 

Their upcoming expansion will include 28 affordable one-bedroom 
apartments for those on a modest income, with many of these units also 
being fully accessible. People with disabilities experience greater rates of 
core housing needs and many seniors are included in this group.

As such, we were excited to celebrate this important step towards the 
creation of safe and affordable housing in Waterloo Region with the 
Parkwood community! The project was publicly launched on May 26 
at their ground breaking. You can learn more about Parkwood and the 
expansion by visiting https://parkwoodmh.com/
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A Look back at our AGM
On April 12, Kindred held our 58th Annual General Meeting. Our first 
hybrid meeting – hosted both online and in person – was a great 
success thanks to enthusiastic member participation. Thank you to 
everyone who joined us!

114 members attended in person at Knox Presbyterian Church 
Waterloo, with 155 joining remotely.  Members voted on a number of 
resolutions, including an update to our General By-law, and two new 
Directors were ratified for our 2022 Board of Directors.

In addition to our standard business items, special guests Kim Lester, 
Associate Executive Director at MCC and Fauzia Mazhar, Executive 
Director at the Coalition of Muslim Women Kitchener-Waterloo spoke 
about their shared work with Kindred and the ways in which we are 
working to build peaceful, just, and prosperous communities together.

Read Ian Thomas’s complete message and more highlights by visiting 
www.kindredcu.com/AGM. Please contact your local branch if you’d 
like a copy of our annual report and financial statements. 
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The Benefits

Earn 
Dividends

Convenient 
Options

Peace 
of Mind

CLASS B SHARES, SERIES 2022
At our AGM, Ian Thomas, CEO, and John Klassen, CFO, made an exciting 
announcement that we have received approval from our regulatory 
authorities to offer a new series of investment shares to our members. 

Investment shares are a tried and true method of building capital in the 
credit union.  Many of you will remember we had a similar investment 
share offering in 2005 and 2019, where we successfully raised capital in 
order to support the growth and aspirations of the credit union. We saw 
the importance of this in the past three years, seeing the support of our 
members, farmers, churches, and those who need us the most.

There is a limited number of Investment Shares, so don’t wait! Call us 
today to discuss how investment shares could fit your financial plan. Visit 
https://www.kindredcu.com/shares for more information.

*Terms and Conditions apply. Visit kindredcu.com or your local branch for additional details.

Annual dividends for 2022 Class B Investment Shares are not guaranteed and are declared at the discretion 
of Kindred’s Board of Directors. 2022 Class B Investment Shares are not insured by the Financial Services 
Regulatory Authority of Ontario or any similar public agency. 2022 Class B Investment Shares will be sold 
by Offering Statement only, on a first come, first served basis. See Offering Statement, Class B Shares, 
Series 2022 for complete details.

info@kindredcu.com    1.888.672.6728    www.kindredcu.com 



For important updates, news, 
and expert tips to help you meet 
your financial goals, join in the 
conversation!

Join the conversation!

 www.facebook.com/KindredCU

  www.linkedin.com/company/
kindredcreditunion

 @KindredCU

 Kindred Credit Union

1.888.672.6728  |  info@kindredcu.com

www.kindredcu.com 

be the first to know!
Sign up for the email version of Share 
and be the first to receive important 
updates! Simply provide your email 
address the next time you’re at a 
Kindred branch or sign up online  
by scanning:

2022 Kindred Credit Union. For permission to 
reprint an article from Share, email info@kindredcu.
com. If you have any questions or comments about 
this issue of Share, please email info@kindredcu.
com or call us at 1.888.672.6728. This newsletter 
is available online at bankingwithpurpose.ca. 
Publication date 05/2022.

On our journey to connect values and faith with 
finances, we’re seeking to tread more lightly on creation 
and that’s why our newsletter is printed on paper:

Made with recycled fibres

 Manufactured with renewable energy 

 Bleached without liquid or gaseous chlorine

�ank you for celebrating the 10th Anniversary of our 
Mount Forest Branch with Kindred!


